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To his Grace, His Majefliet high Commiſfioner, and the 
Right Honourable the Eftates of Parliament, 


The PETTTION % 


The Hoſpital of the Merchants, and Trades of Glaſgow 41 
eAſſgney, made by John Craig Merchant there. 


Humyly ſb weib, 


Hat the Magi! rats of 1rwing having in the Moneth of January 1682, 
borrowed from the {aid John Craig, the Sum of 3000 Merk+, they with 
their | own Council gave Bond tur the ſame; but the fucceeding Ma- 

ilrats in the year 1690, having given ina Petition to the Parliament, Kepre- 

| Arby That the Magiſtrats who granted the ſaid Bend. were impoſed up- 
on the Town by the late King Jae, contriir to LW; And therefore 
craving that the Town might be freed of t is Debt, and the Granters of the Bond 
and their privat Fortunes declared to be only therefore lyable : The Petition 
was remitred to the Committee of Fines and Forefaulters, who having appoint» 
ed theſe former Magiſtrats to be cited, the ſucceeding Magiltrats did alſo pro- 
curea Warrand for citing the laid obs Craig tho no ways concerned in theCon- 
trovetſie that was betwixt them, nor did they indeed inſiſt betore the Com- 
mitte againſt John Craig, but only againſt the former Magiſtrats; But 
when the laid Job» Craig came thereafter to charge the ſucceeding 

Magiſtrats for the paym.nt of his Money, they ſuſpended upon this 

Reaſon, that J»b» the Charger had been cited betore the ſaid Committee, and 

that the Matter was Lis pendens before the Parliament, upon which the Lords 

of Seſſion cemurred, and left the Determination of the matter to this High 

Court of Parliament, where it ſtill depends; But the ſaid John Craig having 

now aſſigned the foreſatd Bond to the Hoſpitals of Glaſgow : It is humbly repre- 

preſented in behalf of the ſaid Hoſpitals, that Jabs Craig lent his Money bons fide, 
to the Town ot Irwing, upon the Faith and Bond of the Magiſtrats and Coun- 

cil, who were in the Government of the Burgh for the time; heneither did 

know, nor was obliged to notice any thing of the illegal Impoſing of theſe Magi» 

ſcrats and Council upon the Burgh, nor was he — what way they im- 

ployed the Money, whether for the Towns uſe or not, it being ſufficient for all 

that lend Money to Burghs, that the Magiſtrats who for the time repre- 
ſent the Burgh give Bond for the ſame, by warrand of their Toun Council; 

And it is well known, that Migiſtrats were impoſed by the late King Jawe- 

upon many others Burghs, and yet the Debts contraded, and other Deeds 

done by them,as repreſenting the Burgh,were never on this account queſtioned ; 

& it were indeed a ſtrange paradox, if either the illegal impoſing,or undue Electi- 

on of Magiſtrats ſhould make ei: her their Bonds or Deeds, while in peaceable 

eſſion of the Office, null and void, but on the contrary, theſe Debts and 

Bonds do certainly oblige the Burgh,and although the Magiſtrats the Granters 


thereof 
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thereof ſhould beturned out, yet the Burgh is ſtill unqueſtionably bound, or 
otherways the Credit, and even the Government of all the Burghs of Scotland 
ſhould be rendred doubtful and ruined: But ſeing that the Lords of Seſſion have 
demurred to proceed in the ſaid matter, and that upon a Petition given in by the ſaid 
John Craig the laſt Seſſion of Parliament ; Craving, that be might be remitted to 
the Lords of Seſ on, 10 diſcuſe the ſoreſaid Suſpenſion. The Parliament did by 
their laſt Deliverance upon the 4th of (Hay 1693. ordain the Cauſe to be diſ- 
cuſt the 12th, day of the ſame Moneth, which yet by reaſon of other Buſineſs 
was never ſince called, and that your Grace and Lordſhips cannot but be con- 
vinced, that it's a hard caſe, that a privat Bond or Debt of this kind ſhould 
be ſo long delayed and put off, upon the ſoreſaid Conteſt betwixt the former 
and ſucceeding Magiſtrats, wherein neither ohn Craig nor the Hoſpitals his 
Aſſigney are at all concerned. 


May it therefore pleaſe your Grace, and the Honourable Eſtates of Par- 
liament, either to call & determine the ſaid Action, or otherwiſe to remit 
tothe Lords of Sesfion, ro diſcuſs the foreſaid Suſpenſion, not withſtand- 
ing of any Citation given to the laid Jobs Craig to appear before the Par. 
liameut or Committee, and without regard to the Controverſie betwixt 
the ſucceedingand former Magiſtrats about the Towns Relief, wherein 
our Petitioners are no ways concerned; and this the Parliament are 
umbly intreated to do, both becauſe of the concern of the poor 


' Hoſpi and that be Caſe is plainly depending by the ſaid laſt Minut 
Hing in and that the Town of Irving is repreſented by their 


Commiſſioner preſent. 
Andyout Grace and Lotdſbips Petitioners ſhall ever pray. 


